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23 February 1961 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence 

SUBJECT: Hearings of the House Rules Committee on 

House Concurrent Resolutions 3 snd 9 to 
Es t a b l i s h a Joint Committee on Intelli gence 
Matters 


1. This memorandum is lor information only. 

2. On this date X attended, as an observer, the hearings of the 
House Rales Committee on H. Con. Res. 3 and H. Con. Res. 9 to 
establish a Joint Committee on Intelligence Matters. These resolutions 
have been introduced by Representatives Edna Kelly (D. , N. Y. ) and 
Leonard Farbstein (D. , N. Y. ). 

3. The full committee was present. (A list of the committee 
membership is attached. ) The only witness to appear was Representative 
ISfoment J. Zabloeki(D. , Wis. ), who has also Introduced Joint committee 
measures, in opening today's hearings. Chairman Smith referred to these 
resolutions as measures to 'investigate the intelligence agencies. •' 

4. Mr . Zablocki said that his inforest in intelligence stemmed 
from his membership on the Foreign Allaire Committee and various trips 
whidh he has taken abroad. He lee Is that foe intelligence program could 
be improved and coordinated, and font at foe present time there was no 
one agency responsible for the coordination of foe U. S. intelligence effort. 
At foe time of foe 11-2 incident Zablocki reminded foe committee of foe 
various measures pending before that committee an this subject, but agreed 
with foe position of foe Chairman that it was not then foe appropriate time 
for consideration of such proposals. He also told foe committee that, 
uhile there had been intense opposition to foe establishment of a Joint 
committee in foe past years, present indications are that such strong oppo- 
sition does not now exist. 
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$. Mr. Zabiocki emphasised that his proposal did soft call for 
am investigation of the Caatral htaUigaaca Agency or any othar iatalllganca 
agaaey. but rathar proposed the establishment of a watchdog committee 
to detsrmiae whether there was proper coordination of intelligence 
activities and whether the axis ting intelligence structure was proper. 
Chairman Smith said that he had been disturbed by events which have 
occurred in the past* apparently without foreknowledge on the part of 
this Government. He said it made him wonder whether our Intelligence 
is adequate. Zahleckl said Chat while he was concerned about the 
conflicting statements which were issued concerning the U- 2 
he was more interested in conducting a review cf Che structure to 
determine whether it was a d e q ua te . He said he felt all of the various 
intelligence org anis a tion s within the military and elsewhere should 
romain in existence hut felt teat a joint committee, established alon g 
tee lines of n Joint Committee on Atomic Saorgy could establish e closer 
liaison between the Inte l li g en ce activities end tee Congress. He said he 
thought it would be helpful to Mr. Dulls s to have each n committee. He 
added that the Hoover Commission had made specific re commen dations 
on this subject and had noted tee absence of any real surveillance of tea 
activities and fiscal accounting of CIA. He said tent tea CIA Is virtually 
exempt from the general principle of a chock cf tec executive by tee 
legislative branch. Zablockl pointed out teat under his resolutions a 
joint committee would ho composed cf members of the Armed Services. 
Appropriations and Foreign Affairs Committees. 

4. h tee question period. Representative Brown, the ranking 
Republican member of the committee, took Zablockl to tack for referring 
to recommendations by tee Hoover Commission. U was Brown’s 
that those wore recommendations of a task force of the Commission and 
not tes Commission itself. Brown said ho had served on the committee 
teat had established CIA and one of tee purposes of tee Agency was tec 
coordination of U. 6. intelligence activities. He slso mentioned he 
had bean chairman of tee subcommittee teat had Uv.^teTte. Smote 
situation, and commented on ten absurdity of a situation which teen 
•* i * t * d * ****** intelligence reports cleared through ambassadors. Browa 
said ho fait Zablocki’s proposal was tee broad la teat it included the FBI 
and could require testimony on extremely sensitive mutters. H» also 
reminded Zablockl of tee general fooling of tee Speaker against tes 
establishment of joint committees. Mr. Brown also queried Zahlocki 
as to whether ho had discussed Ms proposal with tea loaders of the 
Appropriations Committee, far it was Ms impression that tee ranking 
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members of the Appropriation* Committees made a caroful chock 
•* expended fop intelligence activities. Zablocki replied 

that ha had not discussed his presposal with the leaders of either 
Appr opriatiens er Armed Services Committees who, he said, 
have "predetermined views ea this subject. " Brown also mentioned 
that if there was concern as to the conduct of the intelligence effort, 
the Committee on Government Operations had jurisdiction to look 
into such a matter. 

T. Representative H. Allen Smith raised a number of questions 
with Zablocki concerning the effect of his measure on die FBI. (Smith 
stated that he had previously been employed by the Bureau. ) He asked 
Zablocki If he expected such a joist committee would query the Bureau 
as to its sources. When Zablocki replied in the affirmative, Mr. Smith 
said he felt this would be a very dangerous practice and could result 
loaks and attempts at blackmail against members of the committee 
staff. Zablocki replied by saying that he felt the problem would be no 
worse than that confronted by the Joint Committee os Atomic Energy. 

S. Representative Hoffman echoed many of the sentiments 
expressed by Mr. Smith, adding hit when the number of people having 
assess to ssnsitive information inersasos, the daager of di sclosure 
alee increases. 


Tffc* c ommittee will eeaduct further hearings at some time 
ia the future when ether interested Representatives at# available to 
testify. 


Att. 


Orig - DCI Assistant Legislative Counsel 

1 - DDC1 
1 - ER 
1 - IG 

1 - Leg. C. Subject 
1 - Leg. C. Chrono 
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rules committee 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 



87th Congra** 


Smith. Howard W. (D. . V*. ), Ch«l >™,, n 
Colmar. William M. (O. , mu.., 
Maddam. Ray J. (©. , lad. ) 

Dslaaay. Jama* J. (D. , N. Y. ) 

Trtmbla, Jamas W. (D. , Ark. , 
Thornharry. Homar (D. , Taaas) 

Bolling. Richard (D. , Mo. ) 

O'Naiil. Thomas P. , J r . (©. . Mass. ) 
Elliott. Carl (D. , Ala. ) 

Sisk. B. P. (D.. Calif.) 


Brown. Claranca J. (r. , Ohio) 
Roaca, B. Carroll (R. , Xairn. ) 

St. Gaorga, Kathariaa (R. . N. Y. , 
Smith. H. Allan (R. , Calif. ) 
Hoffman. Elmar J. (R. , Rl. ) 


T. M. Carruthsrs, Clark 
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